Join the national conversation!

Word Generation - Unit 2.22

Focus Words

eligible | affect | maintain | prerequisite | previous

Weekly Passage

Svenka worked hard on her soccer
skills and made the school team. When she
got an F on her report card, the coach told
her she was not eligible to play unless her
grades improved. The school that Svenka
attends, like many others around the country,
has a rule: If you don’t pass a class, you
don’t get to play. Svenka thinks that this is
unfair. She does not think this one bad grade
should affect her place on the team.

Some people think that middle and
high school students should maintain certain
grade point averages to play sports. Many
schools use grades as a prerequisite for
participation in after-school activities. They
feel that the students should work as hard in
the classroom as on the field. If students
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really want to play they should work extra
hard in school to make sure that they can.

On the other hand, there are people
who do not think grade requirements are a
good idea. They think that forcing students
to get a certain grade will keep too many
from participating. In previous years, some
students took easier classes just so they
could play sports. This was unfair to the
students who kept up their grades in harder
classes.

What do you think about this? Does
the “no pass, no play” rule seem fair to you?
Should middle and high school students have
to meet a grade requirement to participate in
sports?
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Unit 2.22 - \/
Should middle and high school
students have to meet a grade v

requirement to participate in sports?
Problem of the Week

In Georgia, students must maintain good grades to be eligible to play sports. For a student to join a
sports team, he or she must have met certain prerequisites the previous semester. In 2009, the Georgia
school board made a change that affects middle school students. Before, middle school students had to
pass five classes the semester before playing a sport. Now, students have to pass at least 70% of their classes
the semester before playing a sport. One reason the Georgia School Board changed their sports eligibility
rule is because different Georgia schools follow different schedules. Some students only take four classes
each semester, so even if they passed every class, they didn’t meet the eligibility requirement of passing
five classes.

Option 1: If students take four classes, how many must they pass to pass at least 70% of their classes?

A) at least 1
B) atleast 2
C) atleast3
D) atleast 4

Option 2: Sierra passed five of her classes, but she did not meet Georgia’s new sports eligibility requirement.
(The new requirement says students must pass at least 70% of their classes.) How many classes must she have
taken?

Discussion Question: Under the previous rule, passing a certain number of classes was a prerequisite for
playing sports. The new rule asks students to pass a certain percentage of classes. In some schools, students
can choose to take extra classes. Under the new rule, if students take more classes, they must pass more
classes to maintain their eligibility. Will the new rule affect how many classes students take? Do you think it

will discourage students from being ambitious and taking more classes? Why or why not?
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Unit 2.22

Should middle and high school
students have to meet a grade

Debating the Issue

1. Get ready...

Pick one of these positions (or create your own).

Students who play sports should have to
maintain certain grades in school. This is
the best way to ensure that they are giving
as much effort to their studies as they are to
sports.

Students who play sports should not have
to maintain certain grade requirements.
Good performance on the field has
nothing to do with good performance in
the classroom.

Grade requirements for sports are too strict.
They should be lowered so that more

students will be able to participate in sports.

Extracurricular activities are important to a
student’s well being. Denying students who
do not meet the grade requirements the
chance to participate in a sport may
negatively impact their classroom
performance.

2. Get set...

Be ready to provide evidence to back up your position
during your class discussion or debate. Jot down a few

quick notes:

requirement to participate in sports? ~
O!

Be a strong participant by using phrases like these.

| Hink it's more
accurrte 1o SA...

——

That's nferesting ~ can you
tell why you think that?

—

| think the evidence is
contrany To what W're
saying fecuse. . .

o

Let me share something from
the readlvg that will help us...

e
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Science Activity

Professor Kahn finds Vickie sitting sadly in the hallway, holding a basketball.

“What’s wrong,Vickie?” Professor Kahn asks.

“'m not eligible to play in the game tonight,” Vickie says.“Our coach made good grades a
prerequisite. | try to maintain a strong B, but | failed a history test last week and an English
test the previous week. I'm so frustrated! I'll probably just quit the team.”

“Don’t do that!” says Professor Kahn.“Basketball can help you keep your grades up. Exercise
affects your brain power”

“Really?” asks Vickie.

“Let’s investigate!” says Professor Kahn.

Question:

How does exercise affect brain power?

Hypothesis:

Students who run before a memory test will score higher than students who sit.

Materials:
» Group A (10 students)
» Group B (10 students)
» Memory test
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Procedure:

1. Ask Group A to run for ten minutes.

2. Ask Group B to sit for ten minutes.
3. Give memory test.
4. Calculate the average score for each group.
Data:
Group A (runners) Group B (sitters)
Average score (out of 10) 9 7
Conclusion:

Is the hypothesis supported or not by the data?

What evidence supports your conclusion?

How would you make this a better experiment?
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Writing Prompt
/’“ Should middle and high [

A tool to help you think about your
school sktudents have to meek a | own writing!

q grade. re_quj_rem@hf; ko PQrELciFQEQ Remember you can use focus words from any of
the WG Units.

Check off what you accomplished:

A sPorEs?

Focus Words Good Start

eligible | affect | maintain | prerequisite | previous [ stated my own position

Support your position with clear reasons and specific O 1ncluded 1 focus word
examples. Try to use relevant words from the Word Generation ...

list in your response. Pretty Good
[ staked my own position clearly

O Included 1-2 arguments
O included 1-2 focus words

Exemplary

[ stated my own position clearly
O ncluded 1-2 arquments

[ 1ncluded 1 counterargument
[ Used 2-5 focus words
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