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Word Generation - Unit 2.12

Focus Words

amending | equity | constitutes |

Weekly Passage

Kendra started at a new school in the seventh
grade. During her first week, a group of girls
started teasing her. They told her she was fat,
ugly, and retarded. Then more kids joined in.
Now she gets called names every day. People
push her in the hallways. They steal her
backpack and throw it in the trash. Kendra wants
help, but she is embarrassed to tell her parents or
her teachers. She feels like everything is her
fault.

Bullying is a big problem in schools today.
Both boys and girls can be bullies or victims.
Punching, teasing, and spreading rumors all
constitute bullying. About half of all kids say
they have been bullied at some point during their
time in school. Many kids who are bullied have
low self-esteem. Some try to avoid school. Some
even think about killing themselves.

It is important for schools to promote equity
among all students. No one should be treated
like they are less than anyone else. Therefore,
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resolve |

legislate

o

many people believe that schools should pass
rules to legislate an end to bullying.

Some people think schools should teach
victims to resolve the problem themselves.
Victims of bullies should make sure they are
always with a friend. They should ignore the
bullies and walk away. Or they should learn to
firmly tell the bullies to stop.

Some schools try to solve the problem by
focusing on the bullies. They send them to
special classes to help them manage their anger.
They teach them to solve conflicts with words.

Other schools depend on teachers and
administrators to solve the problem. They make
sure adults carefully supervise the hallways and
the cafeteria, where most bullying happens.
Many schools have chosen to amend their rules
to make it clear that bullying will not be
tolerated.

Is bullying a problem at your school? How
do you think this problem should be solved?

89



So[nI 10 sme] Sunyew Aq
[0JU0D 10 )BAID 0} - (“A) 9.[SIZI]
wo[qoid e SIAJOS - ("A) QA[OSAI
$91B210 ‘SWIoJ - (‘A) SAIMIISU0D
smye)s enbo (Arpenbs - (‘u) Kymba
01 Surppe ‘Surdueyd - (‘A) Surpuowre

asn jo sajdwexy Suluesapy

34ey>d) pAOAA SN0
8ulAInqg j3usaAaud sjooyds pjnoys MoH
It yun

© Strategic Education Research Partnership 2010

90



Unit 2.12

How should schools prevent

bullying? NP

Problem of the Week

Some bullying experts say that to stop bullies, we must amend the way we think about bullying. Bullying
affects everyone. School communities should be based on equity and respect. How can this be true if some
students torment others! Legislating anti-bullying rules is only a start. One expert named Dan Olweus
says that to stop bullies, entire school communities must resolve to end bullying. He says that onlookers
who watch victims get bullied constitute part of the problem.

Option 1: Last week at Victory Middle School, there were 11 bullying incidents in 11 different classrooms.
Say that for each incident, there are at least 5 onlookers. Which of the following is true?

A) There were a minimum of 55 onlookers.
B) There were at least 35 onlookers.
C) There were a minimum of 20 onlookers.

D) There were a maximum of 50 onlookers.

Option 2: The National Center for Education Statistics reported that in 2007, 32% of students aged 12-18
reported being bullied in the past year. If this is still true today, and three students are chosen at random, what
are the chances that at least one of them has been bullied in the past year?

Discussion Question: When bullying makes the news, people react angrily. Principals resolve to establish
equity among students. Teachers amend classroom rules. Government bodies debate anti-bullying legislation.
But bullying is not a problem that flares up occasionally. Statistics show that bullying is widespread. In 2007,
32% of students in the U.S. aged 12 — 18 reported being bullied at school in the past year. For 21%, the
bullying consisted of teasing. For other students, the bullying involved tripping, shoving, being spat on, or
other cruel behavior.

Do these statistics sound right to you? If 32% of students are bullied, then what percent of a school community

is likely to be involved in bullying, either as bullies, victims, or onlookers? Fifty percent? Seventy percent?
One hundred percent? Explain your estimate.
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Unit 2.12

How should schools prevent
bullying?
Debating the Issue

1. Get ready...

Pick one of these positions (or create your own). '
Victims of bullying should take .

responsibility for resolving the problem.
They should ignore bullies or learn to stand
up to them.

Be a strong participant by using phrases like these.

Bullies should be held responsible for

resolving the problem. They should go to n WN// eme L
special classes to help them manage their

anger.

Schools should legislate equity between

students. They should make strong rules

against bullying and punish people who -mﬂ'!— '5 §iWIHﬂV -!'(7 WWﬂL ! -HW‘MIC -!'0_0'

break them.

e

Administrators and teachers should resolve

the problem. They should supervise the
school carefully and get involved in

conflicts between students. Wiqﬂ'f’ WM’(ﬁS [10(,1 ‘H/]fmk ﬂqu ?

—

hen | ve-read the
2. Get set... fext, it reminded ..

Be ready to provide evidence to back up your position
during your class discussion or debate. Jot down a few
quick notes:
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In Professor Seemy’s class, students have resolved to
put a stop to bullying.

“We can’t have a classroom based on fairness and equity if kids are being bullied,” Leila says.
“Let’s amend the classroom rules so that bullies are kicked out of class.”

Aswan disagrees. “Making new rules won’t help,” he says.“We can’t legislate an end to
bullying. Instead, we should educate kids about bullying. Kids should know that things like name-
calling and spreading rumors constitute bullying, and that bullying is wrong.”

“Hmmm,” says Professor Seemy.“Leila has a legislative plan. Aswan has an educational plan. Let’s
put them to the test!”

Question:

Which will work best to stop bullying: a legislative plan (new rules), an educational plan
(teaching kids about bullying), or a plan that combines both legislation and education?

Hypothesis:
The plan that combines legislation and education will work best.

Materials:

» 3 middle school classrooms
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Procedure:
1. In Classroom A, use the legislative plan: make new anti-bullying rules.
2. In Classroom B, use the educational plan: teach kids about bullying.

3. In Classroom C, use both plans. Legislate new rules, but also teach kids about
bullying.

4. Monitor the bullying in each classroom for one year.

5. Compare the number of bullying incidents.

Data:
Number of Bullying Incidents
Classroom A (legislative plan) 25
Classroom B (educational plan) 22
Classroom C (legislation AND education) 9
Conclusion:

Is the hypothesis supported or not by the data?

What evidence supports your conclusion?

How would you make this a better experiment?
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0\ Writing Prompt

N How should schools preven&
‘—} bu,i.l.jihg?

Support your position with clear reasons and specific
examples. Try to use relevant words from the Word
Generation list in your response.

Focus Words
amending | equity | constitutes | resolve | legislate

A tool to help you think about your
- own writing!

. Remember you can use focus words from any of

- the WG Units.
' Check off what you accomplished:

[ stated my owh position
O Included 1 focus word

[ stated my owh position clearly
O ncluded 1-2 arguments
[ included 1-2 focus words

[ stated my owh position clearly
O 1ncluded 1-2 arquments

[0 mncluded 1 counterarqument
[ Used 2-5 focus words
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