Join the national conversation!

Word Generation - Unit 1.24

Focus Words

assault | abuse | trigger |

Weekly Passage
In the hallway of Stevens High School,

Franny and Jada, two seventh-grade girls, are
leaning against their lockers reading a magazine.
They read a horrible story about their favorite pop-
singing couple: Shelley and James. Jada reads
aloud: “James became angry at Shelley. He hit her
in the face, then punched and bit her repeatedly,
threatened to kill her, and even choked her, over the
course of 20 minutes.” At first, neither girl can
believe that James, the beloved star, physically
assaulted Shelley. “Maybe Shelley is lying,” Jada
says. “Maybe Shelley wasn’t hurt that badly. Or
maybe she did something that triggered the assault.
But when they see the photo of Shelley’s bruised,
bloody face, they changed their minds.

2

According to the Family Violence
Prevention Fund, dating violence is a serious
problem. One in three teenage girls is physically,
emotionally, or verbally abused by a dating partner.

Franny and Jada read on. The article says
that when James was young, he saw his father beat
his mother. His attitude toward women and violence
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distort |

physical

&

may have become distorted by these experiences.
But is this a good explanation? Does it excuse his
behavior?

Finally, the article says that Shelley
eventually forgave James and dropped the charges.
Franny and Jada are outraged. “Even if Shelley
drops the charges, the police should make James
pay,” says Franny. “He broke the law!” Franny’s
and Jada’s friend, Kim, overhears their
conversation. “No one really knows what went on
between Shelley and James,” she says. “If Shelley
wants him back, that’s her business.”

What do you think? Should Shelley press
charges, or is it her right to decide that James should
be forgiven? Is dating violence a private matter, or a
public one? How should we handle dating violence?
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Unit 1.24 - Dating Violence: =
Who is responsible? 'v

#

Problem of the Week

Many dating violence victims have distorted ideas about relationships. They may think that
jealous behavior and even physical assault are ways of showing love.They may blame
themselves for triggering verbal or physical abuse.Violence prevention programs urge
teens to recognize that mean and controlling behavior has no place in a healthy relationship
and can lead to more serious abuse.The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
provide the following dating violence statistics.

» Each year, | in 4 adolescents is verbally, physically, emotionally, or sexually abused by a dating partner

» One in ten students report being physically hurt by a girlfriend or boyfriend in the past year

Option 1: What percent of students was physically hurt by a girlfriend or boyfriend in the past
year?

A) 10%
B) 15%
C) 20%
D) 25%

Option 2: One in four adolescents is abused or assaulted by a dating partner. In a group of 5
students, if each one has a one-in-four chance of being a victim, what is the likelithood that
there are NO victims?

Math Discussion Question: According to the CDC, 72% of 8t and 9™ graders date. In your opinion, do
students understand healthy relationships or do they have distorted ideas about how dating partners should
act? Do students know which behaviors constitute abuse? Which do you think is a more common problem:
physical assault or emotional abuse? If a girlfriend or boyfriend does something that triggers a violent
response in their dating partner, who is responsible for the violence?
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Unit 1.24

Dating Violence:

Who is responsible?
Debating the Issue

1. Get ready...

Pick one of these positions (or create your own).

A victim of dating violence might have
triggered the assault. If the victim drops the
charges, the police should stay out of it.

Assault is wrong. Police should
encourage victims of dating violence to
press charges.

Assault is always wrong. A person who
physically abuses a dating partner should
always be punished, even if the victim won’t
press charges.

People who come from abusive homes may
have distorted ideas about dating. If a
person from an abusive home assaults a
dating partner, he or she should be given
counseling, not punished.

2. Get set...

Be ready to provide evidence to back up your position
during your class discussion or debate. Jot down a few
quick notes:

o
O!

Be a strong participant by using phrases like these.

| Hhirk it's more
accurrte 1o SA...

——

That's irtferesting — can you
tell why you think that?

—

| think the evidence is
contrany To what you're
saying because. . .

—

Let me share something from
the readivg that will help us...
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Science Activity (e or factyg), o deTed

Professor Seemy’s class is discussing dating violence. Some

researchers think this kind of abuse stems from distorted ideas about gender.

Some young men believe that "being a man" means solving arguments with physical
force. If these men don't know how to solve their problems with words, a disagreement
can trigger an assault. Do teens today still believe in “being a man”? Professor
Seemy decides to find out.

Question:
Do teens today link being male with being violent?

Hypothesis:
Most of the time, teens will say that words that have to do with violence are “male”

rather than “female” or “neither.”

Materials:
» 50 teens, half female and half male
» List of 10 violent words
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Procedure:
1. Write a list of 10 words related to violence (for example, push, fight, hit, etc.), 10
neutral words (for example, round, sit, write, play, worker, etc.)

2. Give teens the word list.

3. Tell them to put each word as quickly as possible in one of three categories: male,
female, or neither.

4. Give them 50 seconds to complete the task.

5. Calculate the average number of words in each category.

Data:

Average Number of

Power Words Per 6.0 1.4 2.6
Category (out of 10)

Average Number of
Neutral Words Per 1.7 1.9 6.4
Category(out of 10)

Conclusion:

Is the hypothesis supported or not by the data?
What evidence supports your conclusion?

How would you make this a better experiment?
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o4 0 A tool to help you think about your
Writing Prompt own writing!
Remember you can use focus words from any of

‘b‘ﬁ Dating Violence: Who is the WG Units.
b

' res ponsibi.e?  Check off what you accomplished:

Good Start
Support your position with clear reasons — fpm . o, . .
and specific examples. Try to use relevant words from the
Word Generation list in your response.

[ stated my owh position
[ included 1 focus word

Focus Words

assault | abuse | trigger | distort | physical O stated my own position clearly

O 1ncluded 1-2 arquments
O included 1-2 focus words

[ stated my own position clearly
[ included 1-2 argquments

[ 1ncluded 1 counterargument
[ Used 2-5 focus words
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