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Unit 1.18

Should drugs be legalized?
Debating the Issue

A Drugs should be legalized, because that 
would mean there would be fewer 
criminals, and fewer people would go to 
jail.

Drugs should be legal, but only for people 
over 21.  This will keep more teenagers 
from getting addicted. 

Drugs should not be legalized, because 
then they would kill even more people.  
Instead, people should unify their efforts 
to stop drug use among young people.

We should temporarily legalize drugs, and 
see if crime rates go down.  Then we will 
know if legalization is the right thing to do.

B
C
D

1. Get ready...
Pick one of these positions (or create your own).

2. Get set...
Be ready to provide evidence to back up your position 
during your class discussion or debate.  Jot down a few 
quick notes:

E ______________________________

______________________________
______________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

What part of the passage 

makes you think that?

An example might help 

convince me. Can you give me an 

example?

...because...

I disagree with part of that...

GO!
Be a strong participant by using phrases like these.
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Unit 1.18 - Should 
drugs be legalized?
Science Activity

Decades ago, in the 1970s and 1980s, each 
state in the U.S. decided on its own drinking age. The 
drinking age was 18 in some states and 19, 20, or 21 in others. However, the Drinking 
Age Act of 1984 created a unified law for the whole country that raised the drinking age to 
21. Some scientists think that 18-, 19-, and 20-year-olds started to drink even more alcohol 
after this law was passed, a result that is incompatible with the law's goal. These 
lawbreakers wanted to violate the rule because it seemed unfair or too strict.  Some people 
say that laws against drugs have the same effect, and that legalizing drugs would make the 
number of users go down. Professors Seemy and Kahn decide to test this idea in the 
classroom by temporarily "legalizing" a behavior that is against the rules: cursing.
 

Question:
What will happen to the amount of cursing if cursing is allowed?

Hypothesis:
Students will curse less if cursing is allowed. 

Materials:
‣ Classroom 
‣ Students

This activity is designed to help you practice thinking like a scientist and to use this week's focus words. Sometimes the data are based on real research, but they should never be considered true or factual.
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Procedure:
1. Keep rules against cursing in place.
2. Count the number of cursing violations for 5 weeks.
3. Change to rules to allow cursing.
4. Count the number of cursing violations for an additional 5 weeks.
5. Calculate the total number of cursing violations for each week.

Data:

First 5 Weeks:
Cursing Prohibited

Week 
1

Week 
2

Week 
3

Week 
4

Week 
5

Cursing Violations 8 11 10 9 11

Second 5 Weeks:
Cursing Allowed

Week 
6

Week 
7

Week 
8

Week 
9

Week 
10

Cursing Violations 56 2 5 5 5

Conclusion:

Is the hypothesis supported or not by the data?

What evidence supports your conclusion?

How would you make this a better experiment?
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Writing Prompt
Should drugs be legalized?

Support your position with clear reasons 
and specific examples. Try to use relevant words from the 
Word Generation list in your response.

Focus Words
decade  |  incompatible  |  temporarily  |  unify  |  
violation

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

A tool to help you think about your 
own writing!

Remember you can use focus words from any of 
the WG Units.
Check off what you accomplished:

Good Start

Stated my own position
Included 1 focus word

Pretty Good

Stated my own position clearly
Included 1-2 arguments
Included 1-2 focus words

Exemplary

Stated my own position clearly
Included 1-2 arguments
Included 1 counterargument
Used 2-5 focus words
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_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________


