








Unit 1.17

Should military recruiters be

allowed on high school campuses?
Debating the Issue

1. Get ready...

Pick one of these positions (or create your own).

Military recruiters should recruit in high
schools serving poor students. The military

is a great option for kids who can’t afford

college. Be a strong participant by using phrases like these.

Military recruiters should recruit in all 4

high schools. It’s not fair for them to just

target poor neighborhoods. __because...
Military recruiters should not be allowed to

recruit in any high schools. High schools -
should be places where students prepare for
college and non-military jobs. | disagree with part of tht...

The United States should require all —
students of a certain age to serve in the
military for a year or two. This will be
more fair because everyone will do their
part.

_—

An example might h&lp
convince me. Can you dive I
example?

2. Get Set... What part of the pgdssage

Be ready to provide evidence to back up your position
during your class discussion or debate. Jot down a few
quick notes:

makes you think that?
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Professor Seemy says,“l don’t mind accommodating military recruiters at our school.
Different students choose different routes through life - technical school, college, the
military... but the bulk of them make good decisions.”

“l don’t know about that,” said Professor Kahn.“Our students’ brains aren’t fully developed —
they aren’t ready to make big decisions. Some teens confine themselves to a career in the
military without being able to completely understand the risk. It's unethical to treat them
like adults.”

Is Professor Kahn right? The professors decide to investigate teens’ ability to evaluate choices,
based on how quickly they identify good choices versus bad choices.

Question:

Will teens take longer to evaluate choices than adults?

Hypothesis:
Teens will take longer to evaluate choices than adults.

Materials:
» 100 teens
» 100 adults
» 10 “good idea” cards
» 10 “bad idea” cards
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Procedure:

1. Prepare 20 cards. On 10 cards, write suggestions that are clearly good ideas (for
example, “wear a seatbelt”). On the other 10 cards, write suggestions that are clearly
bad ideas (for example, “jump off a roof”). Mix up the cards.

2. Show each subject the cards, one at a time.

3. Ask subjects to press a “good idea” or “bad idea” button as fast as they can, after they
see each card.

4. Time each response.

5. Calculate the average response time for adults and teens.

T T

1.2 1.6

Data:

Average response
time (in seconds)

Conclusion:

Is the hypothesis supported or not by the data?

What evidence supports your conclusion?

How would you make this a better experiment?
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() writi ng P rom pt A tool to help you think about your
(= ‘ - own writing!
b 5 Shou,i,d Ehe_ mf,{,f,&oq“\.j be - Remember you can use focus words from any of
— ’ - the WG Units.
ai.i.owed EO T‘QCT‘MLE A ‘M"Sk . Check off what you accomplished:
schools? N Good Start

O stated my owh position

Support your position with clear reasons and specific ‘
O Included 1 focus word

examples. Try to use relevant words from the Word

Generaion st n your esponse C reweees
Focus Words D Stated my owi POSU:LOV\ ctearbj
accommodate | bulk | confine | route | unethical [0 Included 1-2 arguments

O ncluded 1-2 focus words

[ stated my own position clearly
O Included 1-2 arguments

O 1ncluded 1 counterarqument

‘ 9

[ Used 2-5 focus words
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