Focus Words

considerable

Weekly Passage

Some people believe that rap music
has had considerable influence on children
and teenagers, most of which has been
negative. They claim that the lyrics are often
violent and especially insulting to women.
Thus, they say, rap has contributed to
aggression among young people and to
behavior that disrespects women.

But is that a valid claim? Supporters of
rap music say the songs demonstrate a
different face of American culture than the
one we usually see on television or in
newspapers. They think it’s important for
rappers’ voices to be heard. Other people
argue that some individuals who listen to rap
were probably violent before ever hearing
this type of music. Thus we can’t blame rap
for their violent actions. Still others say that
rap is a form of creative expression — this
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generation’s poetry. They point to rap artists
who create positive images for today’s youth.

However, some parents are worried
about the messages conveyed by rap music
and asked the music industry to label CDs
with a warning. Many rap music fans
consider this a form of artistic censorship
that has no place in a free society.

Do you think that listening to rap leads
to aggression? Should we have rules to
prevent rap artists from talking about
violence, especially violence against women?
What would be sufficient evidence, in your
view, to support the claim that rap has a
negative impact on youth?
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Unit 1.05
Does rap music have a negative

impact on youth? Uv
Problem of the Week -
Does rap music contribute to violence! A considerable number of rap

songs talk about hurting and killing people, especially women. However, this is not

sufficient to show that rap itself is dangerous. Researchers have tried to demonstrate connections
between rap music and aggressive behavior in many different studies. They try to establish valid conclusions

by keeping many possibilities in mind. For example, even if rap listeners exhibit violent behavior, the music
itself may not be the cause.

One study compared two groups: students who watched rap music videos for 14 or more hours each week,
and students who rarely or never watched them.The students who watched the videos for at least 14 hours
each week showed the following characteristics.

» They were three times more likely to hit a teacher

» They were over 2.5 times more likely to get arrested.

Option 1: Based on the information above, is the following conclusion valid or invalid?

Students who watched 14 or more hours of rap music videos each week were more likely to hit a teacher than
to get arrested.

A) The conclusion is valid.
B) The conclusion is invalid.

Option 2: Manny watches 7 hours of rap music videos each week. Based on the information above, is the
following conclusion valid or invalid?

Manny is 1.5 times more likely to hit a teacher than students who rarely or never watch rap music videos.

A) The conclusion is valid.
B) The conclusion is invalid.

Math Discussion Question: What if researchers could demonstrate a valid cause-and-effect relationship
between rap music and violent behavior? For example, what if researchers could show that non-violent teens
became violent after listening to rap? Would this be sufficient reason for us to ban certain songs or artists? The
Constitution gives considerable protection to free speech. However, not all speech is protected. Words that
endanger others (such as, in one famous example, yelling “Fire!” in a crowded theater) can be banned. What
can you contribute to this debate? Where should we draw the line between free speech and public safety?
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Unit 1.05
Does rap music have a negative

impact on youth?
Debating the Issue

. Get ready...

Pick one of these positions (or create your own).

Rap songs that promote violence, especially
violence against women, should not be sold
to minors because they set a bad example.

GO!

. . Be a strong participant by using phrases like these.
Freedom of speech is an important

American right, so rap lyrics should
never be censored, no matter what they

say.

Rap artists should take some responsibility l b@’ e -H’]ﬂ'f' .
for setting a good example for young people,

and promoting violence does not set a good

example, but it is ultimately their choice to
write about whatever they want.

Rap music is an important form of creative [ @}@6 Wl"ﬁ/l WO’M m(/ﬁﬁ. .
expression, and kids are smart enough to be
critical of bad messages and make
responsible decisions about how to behave
toward each other.

e

You make 4 good point, but
have you covsidered. .

.

e

during your class discussion or debate. Jot down a few d@y]@e in ‘H/}e 'f’ex'f’ ‘[’Wr[’

uick notes:
; ports wit you said 7

2. Get set... oty o
Be ready to provide evidence to back up your position '

eV

U
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Professor Kahn and the principal, Miss Jackson, are
talking about a group of eighth-grade boys. Their fighting has
become a considerable problem.

“It’s the music they listen to!” grumbles Miss Jackson.“Kids who listen to rap get in more
fights.”

Is this true? Professor Kahn decides to find out.

Question:

Do students who listen to rap get in more fights?

Hypothesis:
Students who listen to rap get in more fights than students who don’t listen to rap.
Materials:

» 100 students

Procedure:
1. Ask students what kind of music they listen to.
2. For one year, record how many fights these students get involved in.

3. Calculate the average number of fights for rap listeners and non-rap listeners.
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Analysis:
“I knew it,” says Principal Jackson.“Rap makes kids violent.”

Professor Kahn disagrees.“That is not a valid conclusion,” she says.“Kids who listen to rap
music may get in more fights, but that’s not sufficient evidence to demonstrate that rap
music causes fighting. It may not contribute to fighting at all.”

“What do you mean?” Miss Jackson asks.

“Just because two things are correlated, or happen together, doesn’t mean that one thing
causes the other;” says Professor Kahn.“For example, people that live in New Orleans tend
to eat gumbo.They also tend to like the New Orleans Saints football team. If we did a study, |
bet we'd find that gumbo eaters are more likely to like the Saints than non-gumbo eaters. But
eating gumbo doesn’t cause people to like the Saints.”

Principal Jackson is quiet. Then she says,“| see what you mean.VVe need to do more research
on rap and violence before we draw conclusions.”

Conclusion:
Is the hypothesis supported or not by the data?

What evidence supports your conclusion?

How would you make this a better experiment?
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N Writing Prompt: T T

- A tool to help you think about your

0 Does YQF music have a iown writing!

B . A - Remember you can use focus words from any of
hegakive im pacf: on jou,izh?  the WG Units.

o . . - Check off what you accomplished:
Support your position with clear reasons and specific e

examples. Try to use relevant words from the Word Ak

Generation list in your response. 0 stated my own position
O 1ncluded 1 focus word

Focus Words T T LT TTTTTT T TTITTrTTrIETI IS
considerable | contribute | demonstrate | sufficient | valid - R
[ stated my owh position clearly

f Included 1-2 arqumemnks

a 9

f Included 1-2 focus words

a

O stated my own position clearly
O 1ncluded 1-2 arquments

[ 1ncluded 1 counterargument
[ Used 2-5 focus words
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